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Identify the tenses 
• The phone rang. 
    past simple 
• We were having dinner. 
    past continuous 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We were having dinner when the phone rang. 

X 



Past simple or continuous ? 
      One longer situation (started first) was 
happening when a sudden shorter action 
interrupted it. 

When/while 
 
         When I was watching TV, my mum came. 
 
 
 
          While he was driving, he saw a pink pig. 
 
 
          When she was cutting his hair, she cut his ear. 
 
 
 
 
 

X 

Past simple continuous 



Past simple or continuous ? 
      A sudden shorter action interrupted one longer 
action(started first) in the process. 

   
  when/while 
 
Jacob dropped a plate when he was helping us in 
the kitchen. 
 
 
 
 
I saw a lightning when I was cycling. 

X 

Past simple continuous 



Past simple or continuous ? 

      Actions happened one after the other. 
 

      
Her father finished his job and arrived back home. 
 
Barbara graduated at the age of 24, got married 
and then she became pregnant. 
 
 
   
 
 
 

X X X 

Past simple 



Past simple or continuous ? 

      An activity that started before and ended after 
a time in the past. 

      
Mr and Mrs Smith were arguing the whole 
evening yesterday. 
 
 
Marisa was shopping during her lunchbreak on 
Monday. 
 
   
 
 

continuous 



Complete the verbs with past 
simple or continuous form 

• Susan was watching her favourite series when 
she heard a strange noise in the kitchen.  

• My older brother    broke      my favourite 
tennis racquet last Monday. 

• They didn´t go to the cinema yeasterday 
because there were only some boring films. 

• I swear it wasn´t us! We weren´t jumping on 
the trampoline one hour ago.  

WATCH 

BREAK 

NOT GO 

NOT JUMP 



Finish the sentences.  
One of them is tricky. 

There was an explosion 
while … 

 

The dog ran indoors   
when … 

 

Mrs Tin cut her finger 
while … 

 

When he saw me coming 
he … 

When they were having a 
picnic in the garden, 
they … 

 

While Bob and his friends 
were walking in town, 
their teacher … 

 

While I was organising 
your party, everybody 
else … 
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